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In following the story of young Sidney's first
matrimonial project we have passed beyond the
years of his residence at Oxford. In the early
months of 1571 a terrible plague raged in that city.
The townsmen died in great numbers, and the
schools were closed, the students being sent to read
with their tutors in country houses, or allowed to
return to their own homes. There is an unvouched
tradition that Philip took refuge at Cambridge,
whither his friend Fulke Greville had already gone
or then went. But there is no record of his doing
this, or of his taking any degree either at Oxford or
at the sister university; and it is most probable
that, his father having just now returned from Ire-
land, he passed the next few months partly at Lud-
low with his parents and the brothers and sisters
from whom he had long been parted, partly at Ken-
ilworth, with his uncle, the Earl of Leicester, and
partly at Penshurst, amid the haunts of his boy-
hood, but mainly at Court, for service wherein he
was to be further trained. We have no certain
knowledge as to his movements until the spring of
1572.

Of the parents, at 'this period there is almost as
little trace as of the son. Nearly all we can be sure
of is that, resuming his office as Lord President of
Wales in March, 1571, Sir Henry Sidney was usually
resident there for some time to come. The duties
performed by him, however, must have now and
then taken him to Court, where also, as we know,
there was occasional occupation for him in winding
up his Irish accounts and defending himself from the